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To His Grace His Majefty’s 
High Commiffioner, andthe 
_ Right Honourable the Effates 
of Parliament. — 


The humble Reprefentation 
and Petition of the Council- 
General of the Company of 
Scotland, Trading to A- 
frica and the Indies, 


| May it pleafe your Grace, | 
and Right Honourable Eftates, 


Wel is evident by the whole Strain of Three fe-. 
B veral Ads of Parliament, together with His 
f 6©Majeltv‘s. Letters Patent under the Great! 
4. Seal of chis Kngdom, in favours of rhe faid: 
Company, That the Wifdom of the King and 
Right Honourable Eftates did intend thar all fuch 
Advantages as might arife by the eftablifhing of 
tuch a Company, fhould be of as univerfally a 
National Concernas poflible; And in order there- 
into,were pleafed to endow it with large Privi- 
‘edges aud Immunities, futeable to the Circum- 
tances of an Infant-Company, and the Great: 
nels of its Defigns: And left that it fhould fail 
R : A 2 in 


C4) 

in the Execution, for apt of a fufficient Stock to} 
carry on fuch an Undertaking, all imaginable} 
Parliamentary Encouragement was given to Per-\ 
fons of all Ranks, Ages and Sexes, both within) 
and without the Kingdom, whether Natives or} 
Foreigners, to become Partners and Adventurersif 
in the Joint-Stock of the faid Company, as is fin- 
gularly manifeft by the 42d. Aca of the 5th Seffioni} 
of this current Parliament, {pecially caiculated) 
for that end only. : : 
Upon the publick Faith of having due Prote-i 
G&ion in the enjoyment of thefe unqueftionabiel 

Priviledges and Immunities, as having received 

their Sanétion from His Majefty, and the unani- 

mous Suffrage of the Great Council of the Nation 
as aforefaid, many Perfons of all Ranks and De-} 

grees were thereby induced to become Adventu- 

rers in the Joint-Stock of our faid Company, in’ 
{o much that- in a very fhort time, a much more} 

confiderable Stock was fubfcrib'd for within this 
Kingdom, than was ever before fo much as proif 

os‘d here upon any Project whatfoever, finc¢ 
we were a Nation. ~ . f 
Being thus entred into -aSociety, Weand oni 
Conftituents have purfuant to the intentions 0) 
the Acts of Parliament and Letters Patent above: 
mention‘d, with much care and troubie,and ¢ 
great Expenfe of Treafure, after having ftrugglec 
wich many unexpeded Obftrudtions and Dithcul 
ties,fetied a Plantation, by the Name of Caledonia) 
none of the molt Healthful, Fruicfel, natural 
dy impregnable, andevery way valuable Place} 
in all Americajas is univerfally acknowledged b. 
all Perfons of Experience in fuch Matters, as we’ 
-agby the General. Content of sara | 
Ae cuEre 
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there:And as a manifeftproof thereof tho‘ our faid 
Plantation be fetled moft ftri@ly in the terms of 
the Ads of Parliament and Letters patent above’ 
mentioned, yet it has raifed the Jealouly offome, 
jand Envy of others, of the moft knowing and 
confiderable Trading Nations in Earope. : 
| But,to our andthe Nations great Surprife, and 
ineftimable Lofs, while we were ufing all ordina- 
iry means, andbig with the hopes of riveting that 
Settlement upona lafting Foundation, fuch was 
jthe further continued Chain of unexpected Ob- 
Mtructions and moit unaccountable Mal- treatments 
that we met with, by Proclamations of a very 
\itrange Nature, and otherwife, that the repeated 
\Misfereunes following thereupon, put us under 
an indifpenfible Neceflity of humbly petitioning 
His Majefty for allowing the Parliament to meet 
Jat the day appointed in November laft; in full 
confidence and Expectation of having the moft 
Jnetural and cordial Affiftance from thofe who 
ifirft eftablifhed our Company. and promifed ic 
)Protection ; efpecially fince all our other Appli- 
cations have hitherto proved ineffe@tual; Buta 
Hineeting of the Eftates in Parliament at that time 
Pnot quadrating (ic wouldfeem ) with His Ma- 
ijefty’s ocher Affairs, a very confiderabie Body of 
ythe Nobilitv, Gentry, and Burgeffes of thts King- 
dom, thought fit, in a molt dutiful and humbie 
smanner, by their late Addrefs, to reprefent to 
j His Majefty, how deeply they were affected with 
#the Nations concern in our Company’‘s ‘repeated 
§ Misfortunes, and therefore humbly Petirioned 
(for the fitting of this Parliament as {oon as conve- 
Jniently might be, And the King having been 
gimoft gracioufly pleafed co order the Meeting of 
| Sea sae the 
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the Right Honourable Eftates now in Parliament,. }/ 
We think our felves in all duty bound to give: | 
His Grace His Majefty’s High Commitloner 
and the Right Honourable the Lftates, a fhore 
and naked Narrative of the feveral Obftructions, 
and Misfortunes that we have been all along, 
forc’d to grapple with in the pro‘ecution of our 
Company's Defigns, to the end that, the greae 
Council of the Nation, having a perfe& View 
and full Knowledge of thefe Difficulties which 
we now Labour under, may be the beccerable to. 
tojudge how to appiy a Remedy. 
The firft attempe for ftrengthning our Com- 
pany‘s Intereft and Stock was at Loudon, where a 
Sub{cription of 3cocco seri, was procured in 
Nine days time, without fo niuch asa publick 
Advertifement, and many knowing Merchants 
were fo far convinced of the many Advantages 
that might probably arife from fuch a Conitituni- ) 
on, thac they fignified their willingnefs to be 
concetned for Triple the Sum, if allowed: But 
not-only did the Parliament of England by their \ 
‘Addrefs to His Majefty of the 13th of December | 
1695. and otherways, renderrhat Subfcription 
inefleQual, but the Houfe of Commons did alfo 
apport a Committee, to examine what Methods 
were taken for obtaining the Act of Parliament, by 
arbich our Jaid Company is eftablifhed, who were the 
Promoters and Adv ifers thereof; and did afterwards | 
impeach the Nominees in the faid A& of Parlia- 
ment; notwithftanding the abfoluce Indepen- 
dency of this Kingdom: ; cpl 
~ Yet after ail chis Difcouragement, we went.on | 
with our Subfcriptions ac home, apd made our | 
next Effore for ftrengthning thereof beyond Sea, \) 
att : both 


aw | GH» 

both in Hollaid and amburgh: In the firft of: 
which places many eminent Merchants declared 
their poficive inclinations to be very confiderably 
interefted with us, and gave fome fignal Proofs 
thereof, till they were made to underftand by 
‘Threatnings andother Infinuations, that a Higher: 
‘Power would make them at leaft verv uneafy, if 
they perfifted anv further in their Refolutions of 
| being concerned with our Company. 

| Andat Hamburgh, where we had the moft pro- 
mifing Hopes.of foreign Affiftance, the Commercii 
or Merchant-Company, entred into Contra& 
with our Company's Deputees, to joyn at leaf 
200000 I, Sterl: toour Company‘s Stock; burro 
our great Aftonifhment, His Majelty of Great Brite 
tains Minifters there, did, under pretence of {pe- 
cial Warrant from theKing, put afull {top there+ 
to, by giving in 4 Memorialto the Burgo- Mafters& 
Gentlemen-Councellours of thatCity,wbolly di[-owning the 
| Authority of the Ads of Parliament, and Letters Patent 
above- mention'd,and intimating that His Majefty would 
regard their entring into Treaties with our Company as 
an Affront to His Royal Authority, and that he would 
not fail to refent it, as having neither Credential Let= 
ters nor being any otberways Authoriz‘d by His Majefty. 
~- Upon notice whereof, we did in all humble 
iDuty Addrefs His Majeflty in Fune 1697, for Re- 
drefs of that open and bold Encroachment, upon 
inot only our, but aifo the Nations Rights, in its 
imoft fundamental Confticution, by endeavouring 
to fabvert the Independency of its Parliamentary 
| Laws, exprefly contrary to the Law of Nations: 
All which His Majeity by His Royal Letter from 
} Flanders in July 1697, Prowifed to take into Gonfide- 
ration sas foonas hemouldreturn inte England,& that in 
aoe veges : the 
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she mean time,His Majejty would giveOrdersto HisMi= \ 
nifters at Hamburgh,not to obffrudt eur Companyin rhe \pi 
profecution of sts Trade with the Inhabitants of that Cary i 
In thefull Confidence of His Majetty’s Roy ak ii 
Promife, we thought our felves fecure. and took se 
our Meafures accordingly, till to our farther fur-) 
rize, we found by feveral Inftances, that His Ma- i 
jefty‘s faid Minifters were as wickedly bent againft ti 
us as ever, and ftill denying that they had got any || 
fachOrders from His Majetty: whereupon theDi- ii 
reaors of our Company, did, by their Letter of iti 
the 28 of September 1697; expoftulate in the firit fs 
place,with both the thenSecretaries ofState, about lif 
that further Dif-appoinrment, buthaving {till RO'th 
Redrefstherein,we did in moft humbie and dutifuldn 
Manner,by our fecond Addrefs of the 224: day offi 
December 1697. lay the whole Matter again before 
His Majefty; Anddid likewife,at the fame time, [i 
not oniy humbly Reprefene the Premiffes to ish 
Majefty’s mott honourablePrivy-Council,togetherN 
with the train of ill Confequences that muft necef-i 
farly attend fuch Treatment, if not prevented by 
an early Redrefs; but wrote alfo feparatly toll 
both the Secretaries of State, and fuch other! 
Noble Perfons ofthe Government, as happen‘d 
to be then at London, To ufetheir Joint-Intereft,f 
for procuring Juftice, in a Matter of fuch Univer-! 
{al Goncernto theHonour, Intereft, and Indepen+ 
dency of the whole Kingdom. gaa’ 
All the Anfwer we obtain‘d, was by a Letter 
of the rth. of Fanuary 1698, from both.the Secre-| 
saries of Stare: Thatthe King faid, He bad already 
given Orders to His Refident at Hamburgh é¢ that 
“Matter, conform to His Royal Letter from Flanders, \ #' 
Juiy 1697, which was shen communicated te the nae 
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pany. 
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ofitively difowned their havinggotany fuch Or- 


fiers, we were put out ofall Hopes ofhaving any’ 


» By which Anfwer, together with what repeat-: 
‘d Advices we had atthe fame time from Ham-- 
argh, that the Englifh Minifters there, had {till - 


Redrefs, until we fhould have an Oppertunitv of 
aving the whole Matier before a Meeting of the. 


-ttates of Parliament. | WORT RY ati 
_ But in the thean time we proceeded, with all 


jhe Strength we had (tho’ extremely weakned by 


he Treatment above-narrated ) to make the beft 
Preparations we could ( confidering the Scarcity 
of chefe Years ) for fitting out an Equipage of 
ships, Men, Provifions, and other Nécefiaries, 
or fettling a Plantation in America, in the Terms 
of the As of Parliament, and Letters Patent a= 
ove-mentiond: And its evident by the very 
~onttitutions of the Colony, that they were cal- 
‘ulated more for the general Advantage of the 
jNation and Pofterity, than for tke particular and 
mmediat Benefit of the Adventurers. | 

“ And the Parliament happening ro meet the ve~ 
‘y next Day after our Ships had fail’d, we did, 
by Our Humble Petition of the 22d. of fuly 1698, 
Xeprefent to his Grace, His Majetties then High 
~ommiffioner, and the Right Honourable Eftates 
then aflembled in Parliament, the Treatment 
which our Company met with at Lowdox and Ham- 
purgh as aforefaid, the great Prejudicés which we 
jnad fuftain’d thereby, and the niany further In- 
sonveniencies and evil Confequences that muft 
peceffarly have followed thereupon, if, upon a= 
py Account wharfoever, the Parliament fhould 
pappen to negle& the taking immediat Cogni- 
ance of fuch Ufage; 2 > | 
io B | And 
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saga ) 
_ And the Pariament having thereupon, by their j/ 
Unanimous Addrefs of the st. of Auguft 1698 y\h 
ro His Majeitv, thought fic to manifelt their own, if! 
and the what: Nations Concern in that Matter, earneft=) 
ly enttéating, and most affuredly expecting, That Hs i 
Majefty would, in His Royal Wifdom, take [ach Mea \h 
fares, as might effeiually vindicat the Undoubted Rights | 
and Priviledges of the faid Company, and fupport thé \ 
Credit and Intereft thereofs. And the Parliament like- ij 
wile, by the fame Addref5, recommending the Con} 
cerns of the [aid Company to fome fpecial Marks of His Wi 
Muajefties Reyal Favour, as that Branch of the Trade of Ww 
this Kingdom, in which they, and the Nation they re= HE 
prefented, had a more peculiar Inutereft; The Court of | 
Directors of our Company were thereby encou- iti 
rag‘d to renew their Application to His Majefty, w 
with relation to the Memorial given in by His a 
Minifters to the Senate of Hamburgh, (the fame oi 
being {pecially mention’d in the Parliaments Ada Li 
dréfs: ) And in Confideration of the Damnages | 
fultain‘d by the Company, through Means of if 
that Memorial, the Dire@ors humbly Petition‘d, y 
That His Majefty would be. plealed, for their) 
Encouragement at that time, as a Gracious Mark } 
of His Royal Favour, to beflow upon them the | 
two finalleft of the Frigots, then (and te this}; 
Hour) lying ufelefs in Bruntifland Harbour. Mf 
— Bat our Company having no manner of Ans| 
fwer co either of thefe, and being affured by feve: | 
‘ral Letters from Hamburgh, ‘That both the Englifhib 
Minilters there, had poitively denyed their hax: 
ving received any fuch Orders, as were long bes) 
fore promifed, and declared to have been given, |h 
“with relation cO chat Memorial, the Court of Di-}, 
‘rectors of our Company did, by their Letter of; 


mr) em 
the 20th, Monet oain: 1698, tranf{mit Copies of 
the faid Letters ro the Viféount of Seafield, then 
fole Secretary of Stare, and entreated his Lord- 
{hip, to procure fome {peedy and effectual Anfwer 
from His Majefty to the Contents of both that 
Letter, and their former Petition. 

TheSecretary, by his Letter of the 131b of De- 
cember 1698, returned for Anfwer, That be weuld 
take the fir ft convenient Opportunity he could have, to 
Veprelent that Matter to the King, but that be could not 
expedt to baue it for forme time, becaufe Hs Mayefy 
vas then very much imployed in ithe Affairs of Hs 


fle, 


JF 


Engliih Parliament. 

. We thereupon waited a fullMonth, in expe@a- 
tion of fome further Anfwer, bet getring none, 
our Court of Direators did,’ by a Letcer of the 1326. 
of Fanuary 1699, put the Secretary again in mind 
of our faid Petition of the preceeding Auguft, and 
Lecter of the 29th. of November. : 

The Secretary, by his Letter of the 71. of Fe- 
bruary 1699, fignified, That he bad prefented our Com- 
bany's Petiticn to His Majefty, and was commanded to 
Vet us know, that there being Accounts, that the Sbips 
velonging to the Company were arriv'd upon the Coaft of 
America, and the particular Defign not being commu- 
sicated to His Majefty, He therefore delayed to give any 
WAnfrwer, until be fhould ‘receive certain Information of 
Deir Settlement. . crear ; 


) Dho* we could not but be furpriz‘d, to find all 
pur former Addreffes and ‘Petitions, about Mat- 
ers of fuch weighty Concern, as are above-nar- 
fated, Anfwered, afterfolong Delay, only with 
a feeming Charge, for not having communicated 
ko His Majefly a thing that was never in the leaft 
Hemanded of us, by ae King, Parliament, 
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Privy Council, or RMinitiers of State, we being): 
“limited to fett'e in the Terms of the A@s of Par=\|| 
Hament, as we fhould be Anfwerable: Yer se | ! 
the very firft Advice we had of our Colony‘s)), 
Settlement in Caledonia, we, by our Letters of ‘ia eI 
— atff. of March, and 1f. of April 1699, gave a ve-| 
— ry full and dutiful Account thereof to His Maje-\\; 
tty, and to both the Secretaries of State, together,|; 
with an Account of the French Defigns therea bouts, |; 
and of what Import our faid Sectlement (if duly |, 
protected ) might prove to the Intereft and Se-|, 
curity of all His Majefties Dominions, and refer-|; 
red the fame, together with the Contents of our |, 
former Petitions, to His Majelties Royal Confi-|, 
deration. | 
_ About this time ic was, That His Majefty was_| 
pleafed to call the Prefident of the Seflion, and| 
che Advocat to Court, to the end (as we under- 
‘ftood ) that they, jointly with botk the Secreta-| 
ries of State, might, in a Conference with feve-| 
zal, of the Englijh Minifters, fatisfy His Majefty,| 
. as to the Legality of our Company’ s Settlement 3), 
“Which ( by all chac ever we could learn ) was 
_ then (and otherways fince that time) made cleat| 
beyond all manner of Difpute. 
Buc while, in the mean time, we were pawn- 

'. ing even our own particular Credits, for fending) 
~ the needful Supplies of Ships, Men, Provilions, 
Arms, Ammunition, and other Neceffaries, for 
io {ecuring fo valuabie-a Settiement to this Nation, 
"we were aftonijhed to have Advice, That, by Or. 
ders from England, in January 1699, Proclama, 
tions had been emitted, in the Months of 4) 
_priland Aday, over all His Majefties Plantation, 
; and Lerritori¢s i America, ftrictly Intercommu| 


nin, 
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/ \ G@r3") | : 
“ning our Colony, under very fevere Penalties'to 
be inflicted on. the Contraveeners of thefe Procla- 


mations, in regard that Hs Majefty (as thefe Pro- 
~clamations narrate ) was unacquainted with the In- 
-tentions and Defigny of the Scots settling at Darien. 


As we humbly confidered thefe Proclamations 


to be fuch, as were never before publifhed in 
chofe parts, againft any other People upon Earth, 


and of fo Barbarous a Nature, as we thought, no 
Good Chriftians would put in Execution, even 


_againft Infidels ; So finding our felves unqueftio- 


nably warranted by all Laws Humane and Divine, 
we perfifted in our Endeavours for maintaining 


that Settlement, as hoping, chat, through means 


thereof, this Nation might, in time, have an 
Opportunity of raifing it felf above the open 
Contempt, Reproach and Infults of its unkind 
Neighbours, and of propagating the Gofpel a- 
mongit the Ignorant good Natur‘d Indians of 
thofe parts. — hin 

- But before our Recruits could poMbly arrive 
at Caledonia, our Colony got certain Accounts of . 
thefe Proclamations ; and finding at the fame 


time, the fad Effeas thereof, by being denied any 
the leaft Help, either for Goods or Money, at 
| Famaica, trem whence they had formerly Sup- 
“plies ; And that in the Proc'amation iffued by 
Sir William Beffon, Governour of that Ifland, he 


) had pohtively declared, That by their Settlement in 
| Darien, they had actually broken the Peace entred into 


with His Majesties allyes (which they believed he 
durft not venture to have done withouta fufficient 


) Warrant) And finding themteives thereby to be 
) of confequence declared Pirates, without any 
) previous Summons. or Hearing, contrary to the 


Cultoms » 
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Cuftoms and common Ufage of all Nations, even |}; 
in the cafe of real Piracy, and founding a Belief, || 
at the fame time, onthe Treatment which they ‘fj 
knew our Company had formerly met with in| 
Europe, without being Redrefs'd therein, that we.\|) 
were notin a Condition either tofupply er pro- , 
te& them, they unhappily took che Alarm, un-; 
der fuch a General Confternation, as devefted , 
them not only of all manner Of patience to ftrug- | 
gle with any Imconveniencies they lay under at jj 
the time, but alfo ofall manner.of prudence, in 
taking any reafonable Meafures either for theic jj 
own Security, or for our Company’s intereft. ji 
In the midft of which Confufion thefe of them 4p 
who had any bad Defigns (as we could not well wy 
fuppofe fuch a Number to be free of fome) made }ji 
ufe of thefe Proclamations as handles, by which | 
to perpetrate their own feyeral ends ; and eafily 4 
perf{waded all the reft to leave the Settlement: 
‘Which they unadvifedlv did the 20th of Fanelat; , 
And by that means not only have the Ships, Men | 
& Goods,which were there at that time,been ex- 
pofed to the Arbitrary willof thofe ro whom the 
Execution of thofe Prociamations was given in , 
Charge, but even all our fubfequent Meafures 
brought into inevitable diforder. 

Upan Information of all which, wedid, by our | 
humble Petition co His Majeity of the roth of | 
Odober 1699, in all humilicy and earneftnefs, | 
beg, That His Majefty would in His Fatherly care for \\ 


—s> 


the Governours of bit Plantations is America, that our 
Colony might befipplied in the common and ordinary way 
of Commerce as thole of cther Nations are; And that im 
the méan time His Majefty would be Lracioufly pleafed. 
+0 allow the Efates of Parliament to meet at ihe day ap- 
petted in November laf, or as oon as conveniently 
could be, to the end thet their Advice and Affifiance 
\might be bad in [uch a weighty and General Concern, 
We likewife by our humble Addrefs te His Ma- 
jefty’s moft Honourable Privy Council of thé 
2oth of Ofober £699,Reprefented what we thought 
jin duty and prudence neceffary, with relation to 
the Contents of our faid-Petition to his Majefty, 
Humbly referring the whole to their Lordthips woft Jeri- 
ous confideration, and praying that they would be plea- 
fed to do us all the good Offices with His Majefty that 
theyd think moff expedient for [upporting our Company 
andColonys Interest; and to give bim as account of our 
Company's hard Circumstances, and how much the Ho- 
jour and Intereft of the Nation feood concern‘dtherein. 
_ His Majefty was gracioufly pleafed, by His 
Royal Letter to us of the 2d. of November 1699, 
jto declare that, He did very much regret the Lofs 
pvhich theRingdom & theCompany bad lately fufain'd, 
That be would upon all occafions protec and encourage 
the Tiade of the Nation, That he would take care that 
His Subjects of this Kingdom fhouldbave the Jame free- 
dom of Trade and Commerce with bis Englifh Planta- 
Wtions that ever they bad formerly aud that he would order 
ibe Parliament torseet, when he'd judge that the Goot. 
of the Nation would require it. — 7 
But, in fomelhore time thereafter, while we were 
folacing ourfelveswich theHopes of having HisMa- 


jetty’s proté@ion,not only as aCompany eftablifhs — 


~ 


ed,by His Royal Authority, withthe Advice and 


ing 
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#Onteat of Parliament, buc alfo as Subjects,mak- 
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ing allehePreparations we could,tofend the need=| 
ful Supplies and Advices to thofe who were laft' 
fent for Repoffe fling the iame Settlement: We | 
were further aftonilhed to have Advices that, by} 
{econd Orders from England, another Fleece of | 
Proclamations had been emitted over all the En- 
glifh Plantations in America, particularly on the ii 
sth, of September laft in Barbados, &c. And that inp) 
complyance with the intent of thefe Proclamati- !f 
ons, Our People that went along with the Rifing- | 
Sun, were in November laft, pofitively denyed { 
Wood and Water at Monferat, a Priviledge never ‘i 
before denyed to any other Nation: , And by aif 
Letter of the 2gth. of Fanuary laft from the Com-'f 
mander of another of ourCompany‘s Ships,we are lft 
affured that they were pofitively denyed Ancho-] 
ring at St. Céristophers by the Governour Colonel | 
Norton,who out ot his ownMouth declared to the 
Commander of our faid Ship, That he did it by 4 
new Orders which he had received abouta Month} 
before ; altho at the fame time two Duteb Shipsif 
were then Watering there ; which we have finceiy 
confirmed to us by Tetters from Mr. Daniel 
Mackay, one of the Councellours of our Colony | 
dated at Port-Royal in Famaica the 13th. February lt 
laft< By which Letters, he informs us likewife, 
‘That whenhe waited uponthe Governour of thatif 
Ifland, concerning our Company's Ship the Stuf 
Andrew tying in that Harbour, The Goverrour 
declared to him, That cho‘ the faid Ship were| 
fitted for going to Sea, he would not fufter her tog 
go,without a {pecial Order from England for that} 
‘Effea. it 
We likewife humbly beg leave to inform. Your 
Grace, and Right Honourable Eftases, Phat aj 
si ie mongit 
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fHongft dur Company’s many: other Loffes and 
Mif-forcunes, a Ship called the Dolphin, \adned 
wich a valuableCargo,belonging to ourCompany, 
firuck Unfortunatly on a Rock, by which fhe 
{prung a Lake, and being forcd to run afhoar 
under the Walls of Carthagena, to éfcape Ship- 
wrack, the faid Ship and Goods were by the 
Spaniards ( His Majelty‘s Allies ) violently feized 
and difpofed of as Prize, and the Men alfo to the 
INumber of 30 and aBoy, detain‘d,and made clofe 
Prifoners, not only contrary to the Law. of Na- 
ltions, ( we being then in profound Peace with, 
them ) but alfo contrary to the exprefs Terms of 
the ro. and rr. Articles of the Treaty concluded 
at Madrid the 4 Day of Fuly 1670, between the 
Crowns of Great Brittain and Spain. 

By our dutiful Addrefs of the 470. of December 


i 


ee we humbly Petition‘’d His Majefty, bat 


| ¢ would be gracioully plealed to take thee Proceedings 
bf the Spaniards into His Royal Confideration,fo as that 
tyeedy and effectual Meafures might be taken for the Re- 
dre(s of the(e Damages, and the freedom of thefe diftreffed 
IPrifoners. : 

In Aafw 
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bat thefe Prifoners [hould be 

} Yer fome of the moft confide 

Prifoners being tranfported above half a Year 
igo to Old Spain; We have frequent Advices 
Irom them by Letters, datedin Cadiz-Prifon, That 
hey and all. the Crew have been moftBarbaroulfly: 
hhfed, and that they themfelves are, ftill kept clofe 
Prifoners, under very dougie Treatment, Copies 
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of which Letters we have fomeMonths ago tranfe | 
mitted to the Secretaries of State. | 
~ By all which, ic cannot but evidently appear | 
to Your Grace and Right Honourable. Eftates, | 
that tho’ we have all along us‘d our beft Endea- | 
vours tawreftle through thefe almoft unfurmount- | 
able Difficulties, and exerted even our utmoft ef- | 
forts for retrieving ourLoffes,as much as poflible, 
by endeavouring to repoffefs and mantain {9 valu- | 
able a Settlement ; And tho* we have certain 
Advice of its being Repoffefs’d by our People, 
and that we have taken all imaginable Meafures 
for their prefent Supply : Yet we have too juft 
ground to be fully perfwaded, That unlefs the 
King and HighCoure of Parliament, do fpeedily 
Support, Proredt, and Affiftus, in the Profecution 
of our Company‘s lawful Defigns, that all our 
Paft, Prefent, and Future Endeavours muft, to 


the Nations indelible Reproach andDifhonour; as | 


well as to its and the Company ‘s unfpeakable and | 
irreparable Lofs, prove unavoidably abortive. 


May it therefore pleafe Your Grace and | 
Right Honourable Eftates, ta take tha 
feveral Matters of Fact above-mentioned, 

into your moft ferious Confideration ; To 

Vindicat, Support, and Protect us inthe 

Enjoyment of our lawful Priviledges, | 

both as a Company, and as Subjects of 

this free and independent Kingdom, to| 
take fuch Meafures, as Tou ( in Tour pro- 
found Wifdom ) may judge moft Effectual, 
for repatring the maay Damages we have 


already | 


. 19 ) A pon ye: 
already fibeed 4 for afifizug us in 
the further Profecution of our Company's 
lawful Defigns ; but more efpecially, for 
the mantainance of our juft Right and 
Title to the Settlement of CALEDONIA, 
and the Enjoyment of fuch Advantages as 


( af duly Protected ) may probably arife - 


thereby. 


Signd at Edinburgh the 16#h. Day 
of May, 1700. In Name, Pre- 
fence, and by Warrant of the 
{aid Counczl-General, by, 


MARISCHALL J1?.C.G. 
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